THE FUTURE OF INDIA
local moneylender, who, at a high rate
of interest, is prepared to make an
advance on the off-chance that there
will be a bumper crop in some future
year. When the villager dies his
son takes over his land and his debt.
If there is no bumper crop as the years
go on and the family needs have been
repeatedly clamant for marriage and
other festive tolls, the moneylender
resorts to the civil courts and sells up
the cultivator, who is thereafter con-
verted into a disinherited labourer,
reduced to working his own land for
the benefit of the moneylender in
return for a low wage.
The Government has striven to
rescue the Indian from the clutches
of the moneylender. There are now
official agricultural banks, which
advance loans to the distracted culti-
vator at the reasonable rate of 5 per
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